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Daniel 2:1-13, 17-18 (NLT)  
One night during the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had 
such disturbing dreams that he couldn’t sleep. He called in his 
magicians, enchanters, sorcerers, and astrologers, and he demanded 
that they tell him what he had dreamed. As they stood before the king, 
he said, “I have had a dream that deeply troubles me, and I must know 
what it means.”  
 

Then the astrologers answered the king in Aramaic, “Long live the king! 
Tell us the dream, and we will tell you what it means.” But the king said 
to the astrologers, “I am serious about this. If you don’t tell me what my 
dream was and what it means, you will be torn limb from limb, and your 
houses will be turned into heaps of rubble! But if you tell me what I 
dreamed and what the dream means, I will give you many wonderful 
gifts and honors. Just tell me the dream and what it means!”  
 

They said again, “Please, Your Majesty. Tell us the dream, and we will 
tell you what it means.” The king replied, “I know what you are doing! 
You’re stalling for time because you know I am serious when I say, ‘If 
you don’t tell me the dream, you are doomed.’ So you have conspired to 
tell me lies, hoping I will change my mind. But tell me the dream, and 
then I’ll know that you can tell me what it means.”  
 

The astrologers replied to the king, “No one on earth can tell the king his 
dream! And no king, however great and powerful, has ever asked such 
a thing of any magician, enchanter, or astrologer! The king’s demand is 
impossible. No one except the gods can tell you your dream, and they 
do not live here among people.” The king was furious when he heard 
this, and he ordered that all the wise men of Babylon be executed. And 
because of the king’s decree, men were sent to find and kill Daniel and 
his friends…  
 

Then Daniel went home and told his friends Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah what had happened. He urged them to ask the God of heaven 
to show them his mercy by telling them the secret, so they would not be 
executed along with the other wise men of Babylon. 



 
3 Keys to Recognizing a Religious Fraud  
 

• _________-promotion -  
They elevate their beliefs and themselves above everyone.  

 

Daniel 2:4 (NLT) 
Then the astrologers answered the king in Aramaic, “Long live the king! 
Tell us the dream, and we will tell you what it means.” 
 
John 7:18 (TPT)  
Charlatans praise themselves and seek honor from men, but my Father 
sent me to speak truth on his behalf. And I have no false motive, 
because I seek only the glory of God. 

 

• _______________ suggestions and leading questions -  
They are terrific at guessing and reading people. 

 
Conflict to Scripture -  
Everything they say will appear to be truth but ultimately 
contradict scripture.    
 
Undermining faith in God -  
They will develop in you a dependence on what they say, 
requiring a level of faith that ultimately leads you astray from 
faith in God.  
 
Spiritual deception -  
They appear to communicate with the dead or energy forces in 
the universe, even though scripture says to avoid this type of 
paganism.  
 
Moral ambiguity -  
Astrology and similar practices will develop in you a contrary 
world view instead of a biblical worldview.  
 
Psychological impact -  
These practices will often develop anxiety, confusion, and deep 
disappointment, instead of the peace and clarity God brings 
through His Word.  
 
Cultural and social pressure -  
With the increased influence of social media, many Christians 
are feeling social pressure to participate in these unbiblical 
practices.  
 
Distraction from our true purpose -  
Focusing on Astrology and these practices will always result in 
distracting us from the voice of truth and God’s purposes.  

 
 

 

 



 
Daniel 2:5-6 (NLT) 
But the king said to the astrologers, “I am serious about this. If you 
don’t tell me what my dream was and what it means, you will be torn 
limb from limb, and your houses will be turned into heaps of rubble! 
But if you tell me what I dreamed, and what the dream means, I will 
give you many wonderful gifts and honors. Just tell me the dream 
and what it means!”  

 
Isaiah 8:19-20 (TPT) 
Now, suppose someone says, “Consult mediums and spiritists who 
moan and mutter their incantations in their ritual pits; after all, isn’t it 
right for people to seek oracles from their gods by asking the dead 
about the destiny of the living? You are to answer them: “Listen to 
the teaching and instruction of the Lord! If their speech does not line 
up with his word, they will have no light of dawn!” 

 
• ___________ God’s authority -  

They are literally putting themselves in the place of God.  
 
Daniel 2:7-11 (NLT) 
They said again, “Please, Your Majesty. Tell us the dream, and we 
will tell you what it means.” The king replied, “I know what you are 
doing! You’re stalling for time because you know I am serious when 
I say, ‘If you don’t tell me the dream, you are doomed.’ So you have 
conspired to tell me lies, hoping I will change my mind. But tell me 
the dream, and then I’ll know that you can tell me what it means.”  
 
The astrologers replied to the king, “No one on earth can tell the 
king his dream! And no king, however great and powerful, has ever 
asked such a thing of any magician, enchanter, or astrologer! The 
king’s demand is impossible. No one except the gods can tell you 
your dream, and they do not live here among people.” 

 
2 Peter 2:1 (NIV)  
But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there 
will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce 
destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought 
them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. 
 

 
 

 



 

Developing the Resilient Courage of DANIEL,  

I must:  
 

D______________ to understand the problem I’m facing.   

 
Daniel 2:14-16 (NLT) 
When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, came to kill them, 
Daniel handled the situation with wisdom and discretion. He asked 
Arioch, “Why has the king issued such a harsh decree?” So Arioch told 
him all that had happened. Daniel went at once to see the king and 
requested more time to tell the king what the dream meant. 
 
James 1:5 (NIV) 
 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously 
to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 
 

 
A______ others to join me in praying for wisdom. 

 
Daniel 2:17-18 (NLT) 
Then Daniel went home and told his friends Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah what had happened. He urged them to ask the God of heaven 
to show them his mercy by telling them the secret, so they would not be 
executed along with the other wise men of Babylon. 
 
James 5:16 (GW)  
So admit your sins to each other, and pray for each other so that  you 
will be healed. Prayers offered by those who have God’s approval are 
effective. 

 

N___________ a sensitivity to recognize when God is 
speaking to me.  
 

Daniel 2:19-23 (NLT)  
That night the secret was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel 
praised the God of heaven. He said, “Praise the name of God forever 
and ever, for he has all wisdom and power. He controls the course of 
world events; he removes kings and sets up other kings. He gives 
wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the scholars. He reveals deep 
and mysterious things and knows what lies hidden in darkness, though 
he is surrounded by light. I thank and praise you, God of my ancestors, 
for you have given me wisdom and strength. You have told me what we 
asked of you and revealed to us what the king demanded.” 
 
Three ways God speaks to us: 

• The ___________  

• ____________  

• ___________________ 



Proverbs 2:1-5 (GW) 
My son, if you take my words to heart and treasure my commands 
within you, if you pay close attention to wisdom, and let your mind 
reach for understanding, if indeed you call out for insight, if you ask 
aloud for understanding, if you search for wisdom as if it were money 
and hunt for it as if it were hidden treasure, then you will understand 
the fear of the Lord and you will find the knowledge of God. 

 

I___________ confidence in others through my bold faith 
in difficult situations. 
 

Daniel 2:24-30 (NLT)   
Then Daniel went in to see Arioch, whom the king had ordered to 
execute the wise men of Babylon. Daniel said to him, “Don’t kill the 
wise men. Take me to the king, and I will tell him the meaning of his 
dream.”  Arioch quickly took Daniel to the king and said, “I have found 
one of the captives from Judah who will tell the king the meaning of 
his dream!” The king said to Daniel (also known as Belteshazzar), “Is 
this true? Can you tell me what my dream was and what it means?” 
Daniel replied, “There are no wise men, enchanters, magicians, or 
fortune-tellers who can reveal the king’s secret. But there is a God in 
heaven who reveals secrets, and he has shown King 
Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in the future. Now I will tell you 
your dream and the visions you saw as you lay on your bed. “While 
Your Majesty was sleeping, you dreamed about coming events. He 
who reveals secrets has shown you what is going to happen. And it is 
not because I am wiser than anyone else that I know the secret of 
your dream, but because God wants you to understand what was in 
your heart. 

 
Philippians 1:14 (GW)  
So through my being in prison, the Lord has given most of our 
brothers and sisters confidence to speak God’s word more boldly and 
fearlessly than ever. 
 
Romans 1:11-12 (NLT) 
For I long to visit you so I can bring you some spiritual gift that will 
help you grow strong in the Lord. When we get together, I want to 
encourage you in your faith, but I also want to be encouraged by 
yours. 

 

E________ God’s glory above anything I may accomplish.  
 

Daniel 2:27-28 (NLT)  
Daniel replied, “There are no wise men, enchanters, magicians, or 
fortune-tellers who can reveal the king’s secret. But there is a God in 
heaven who reveals secrets, and he has shown King 
Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in the future. Now I will tell you 
your dream and the visions you saw as you lay on your bed. 
 
 
 

 



 

Psalm 115:1 (TPT) 
God, glorify your name! Yes, your name alone be glorified, not ours. For 
you are the one who loves us passionately, and you are faithful and 
true. 

 

L___________ declare God’s saving grace. 
 

Daniel 2:29-30 (NLT) 
While Your Majesty was sleeping, you dreamed about coming events. 
He who reveals secrets has shown you what is going to happen. And it 
is not because I am wiser than anyone else that I know the secret of 
your dream, but because God wants you to understand what was in 
your heart. 
 
Daniel 2:46-49 (NLT)  
Then King Nebuchadnezzar threw himself down before Daniel and 
worshiped him, and he commanded his people to offer sacrifices and 
burn sweet incense before him. The king said to Daniel, “Truly, your 
God is the greatest of gods, the Lord over kings, a revealer of 
mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this secret.” Then the king 
appointed Daniel to a high position and gave him many valuable gifts. 
He made Daniel ruler over the whole province of Babylon, as well as 
chief over all his wise men. At Daniel’s request, the king appointed 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to be in charge of all the affairs of 
the province of Babylon, while Daniel remained in the king’s court. 
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Daniel 2:1-13, 17-18 (NLT)  
One night during the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had 
such disturbing dreams that he couldn’t sleep. He called in his 
magicians, enchanters, sorcerers, and astrologers, and he demanded 
that they tell him what he had dreamed. As they stood before the king, 
he said, “I have had a dream that deeply troubles me, and I must know 
what it means.”  
 

Then the astrologers answered the king in Aramaic, “Long live the king! 
Tell us the dream, and we will tell you what it means.” But the king said 
to the astrologers, “I am serious about this. If you don’t tell me what my 
dream was and what it means, you will be torn limb from limb, and your 
houses will be turned into heaps of rubble! But if you tell me what I 
dreamed and what the dream means, I will give you many wonderful 
gifts and honors. Just tell me the dream and what it means!”  
 

They said again, “Please, Your Majesty. Tell us the dream, and we will 
tell you what it means.” The king replied, “I know what you are doing! 
You’re stalling for time because you know I am serious when I say, ‘If 
you don’t tell me the dream, you are doomed.’ So you have conspired to 
tell me lies, hoping I will change my mind. But tell me the dream, and 
then I’ll know that you can tell me what it means.”  
 

The astrologers replied to the king, “No one on earth can tell the king his 
dream! And no king, however great and powerful, has ever asked such 
a thing of any magician, enchanter, or astrologer! The king’s demand is 
impossible. No one except the gods can tell you your dream, and they 
do not live here among people.” The king was furious when he heard 
this, and he ordered that all the wise men of Babylon be executed. And 
because of the king’s decree, men were sent to find and kill Daniel and 
his friends…  
 

Then Daniel went home and told his friends Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah what had happened. He urged them to ask the God of heaven 
to show them his mercy by telling them the secret, so they would not be 
executed along with the other wise men of Babylon. 



 
3 Keys to Recognizing a Religious Fraud  
 

• Self-promotion -  
They elevate their beliefs and themselves above everyone.  

 

Daniel 2:4 (NLT) 
Then the astrologers answered the king in Aramaic, “Long live the king! 
Tell us the dream, and we will tell you what it means.” 
 
John 7:18 (TPT)  
Charlatans praise themselves and seek honor from men, but my Father 
sent me to speak truth on his behalf. And I have no false motive, 
because I seek only the glory of God. 

 

• Suspicious suggestions and leading questions -  
They are terrific at guessing and reading people. 

 
Conflict to Scripture -  
Everything they say will appear to be truth but ultimately 
contradict scripture.    
 
Undermining faith in God -  
They will develop in you a dependence on what they say, 
requiring a level of faith that ultimately leads you astray from 
faith in God.  
 
Spiritual deception -  
They appear to communicate with the dead or energy forces in 
the universe, even though scripture says to avoid this type of 
paganism.  
 
Moral ambiguity -  
Astrology and similar practices will develop in you a contrary 
world view instead of a biblical worldview.  
 
Psychological impact -  
These practices will often develop anxiety, confusion, and deep 
disappointment, instead of the peace and clarity God brings 
through His Word.  
 
Cultural and social pressure -  
With the increased influence of social media, many Christians 
are feeling social pressure to participate in these unbiblical 
practices.  
 
Distraction from our true purpose -  
Focusing on Astrology and these practices will always result in 
distracting us from the voice of truth and God’s purposes.  

 
 

 

 



 
Daniel 2:5-6 (NLT) 
But the king said to the astrologers, “I am serious about this. If you 
don’t tell me what my dream was and what it means, you will be torn 
limb from limb, and your houses will be turned into heaps of rubble! 
But if you tell me what I dreamed, and what the dream means, I will 
give you many wonderful gifts and honors. Just tell me the dream 
and what it means!”  

 
Isaiah 8:19-20 (TPT) 
Now, suppose someone says, “Consult mediums and spiritists who 
moan and mutter their incantations in their ritual pits; after all, isn’t it 
right for people to seek oracles from their gods by asking the dead 
about the destiny of the living? You are to answer them: “Listen to 
the teaching and instruction of the Lord! If their speech does not line 
up with his word, they will have no light of dawn!” 

 
• Stealing God’s authority -  

They are literally putting themselves in the place of God.  
 
Daniel 2:7-11 (NLT) 
They said again, “Please, Your Majesty. Tell us the dream, and we 
will tell you what it means.” The king replied, “I know what you are 
doing! You’re stalling for time because you know I am serious when 
I say, ‘If you don’t tell me the dream, you are doomed.’ So you have 
conspired to tell me lies, hoping I will change my mind. But tell me 
the dream, and then I’ll know that you can tell me what it means.”  
 
The astrologers replied to the king, “No one on earth can tell the 
king his dream! And no king, however great and powerful, has ever 
asked such a thing of any magician, enchanter, or astrologer! The 
king’s demand is impossible. No one except the gods can tell you 
your dream, and they do not live here among people.” 

 
2 Peter 2:1 (NIV)  
But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there 
will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce 
destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought 
them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. 
 

 
 

 



 

Developing the Resilient Courage of DANIEL,  

I must:  
 

Determine to understand the problem I’m facing.   

 
Daniel 2:14-16 (NLT) 
When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, came to kill them, 
Daniel handled the situation with wisdom and discretion. He asked 
Arioch, “Why has the king issued such a harsh decree?” So Arioch told 
him all that had happened. Daniel went at once to see the king and 
requested more time to tell the king what the dream meant. 
 
James 1:5 (NIV) 
 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously 
to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 
 

 
Ask others to join me in praying for wisdom. 

 
Daniel 2:17-18 (NLT) 
Then Daniel went home and told his friends Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah what had happened. He urged them to ask the God of heaven 
to show them his mercy by telling them the secret, so they would not be 
executed along with the other wise men of Babylon. 
 
James 5:16 (GW)  
So admit your sins to each other, and pray for each other so that  you 
will be healed. Prayers offered by those who have God’s approval are 
effective. 

 

Nurture a sensitivity to recognize when God is speaking 
to me.  
 

Daniel 2:19-23 (NLT)  
That night the secret was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel 
praised the God of heaven. He said, “Praise the name of God forever 
and ever, for he has all wisdom and power. He controls the course of 
world events; he removes kings and sets up other kings. He gives 
wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the scholars. He reveals deep 
and mysterious things and knows what lies hidden in darkness, though 
he is surrounded by light. I thank and praise you, God of my ancestors, 
for you have given me wisdom and strength. You have told me what we 
asked of you and revealed to us what the king demanded.” 
 
Three ways God speaks to us: 

• The Bible  

• Prayer  

• Circumstances  



Proverbs 2:1-5 (GW) 
My son, if you take my words to heart and treasure my commands 
within you, if you pay close attention to wisdom, and let your mind 
reach for understanding, if indeed you call out for insight, if you ask 
aloud for understanding, if you search for wisdom as if it were money 
and hunt for it as if it were hidden treasure, then you will understand 
the fear of the Lord and you will find the knowledge of God. 

 

Inspire confidence in others through my bold faith in 
difficult situations. 
 

Daniel 2:24-30 (NLT)   
Then Daniel went in to see Arioch, whom the king had ordered to 
execute the wise men of Babylon. Daniel said to him, “Don’t kill the 
wise men. Take me to the king, and I will tell him the meaning of his 
dream.”  Arioch quickly took Daniel to the king and said, “I have found 
one of the captives from Judah who will tell the king the meaning of 
his dream!” The king said to Daniel (also known as Belteshazzar), “Is 
this true? Can you tell me what my dream was and what it means?” 
Daniel replied, “There are no wise men, enchanters, magicians, or 
fortune-tellers who can reveal the king’s secret. But there is a God in 
heaven who reveals secrets, and he has shown King 
Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in the future. Now I will tell you 
your dream and the visions you saw as you lay on your bed. “While 
Your Majesty was sleeping, you dreamed about coming events. He 
who reveals secrets has shown you what is going to happen. And it is 
not because I am wiser than anyone else that I know the secret of 
your dream, but because God wants you to understand what was in 
your heart. 

 
Philippians 1:14 (GW)  
So through my being in prison, the Lord has given most of our 
brothers and sisters confidence to speak God’s word more boldly and 
fearlessly than ever. 
 
Romans 1:11-12 (NLT) 
For I long to visit you so I can bring you some spiritual gift that will 
help you grow strong in the Lord. When we get together, I want to 
encourage you in your faith, but I also want to be encouraged by 
yours. 

 

Exalt God’s glory above anything I may accomplish.  
 

Daniel 2:27-28 (NLT)  
Daniel replied, “There are no wise men, enchanters, magicians, or 
fortune-tellers who can reveal the king’s secret. But there is a God in 
heaven who reveals secrets, and he has shown King 
Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in the future. Now I will tell you 
your dream and the visions you saw as you lay on your bed. 
 
 

 
 



 

Psalm 115:1 (TPT) 
God, glorify your name! Yes, your name alone be glorified, not ours. For 
you are the one who loves us passionately, and you are faithful and 
true. 

 

Loyally declare God’s saving grace. 
 

Daniel 2:29-30 (NLT) 
While Your Majesty was sleeping, you dreamed about coming events. 
He who reveals secrets has shown you what is going to happen. And it 
is not because I am wiser than anyone else that I know the secret of 
your dream, but because God wants you to understand what was in 
your heart. 
 
Daniel 2:46-49 (NLT)  
Then King Nebuchadnezzar threw himself down before Daniel and 
worshiped him, and he commanded his people to offer sacrifices and 
burn sweet incense before him. The king said to Daniel, “Truly, your 
God is the greatest of gods, the Lord over kings, a revealer of 
mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this secret.” Then the king 
appointed Daniel to a high position and gave him many valuable gifts. 
He made Daniel ruler over the whole province of Babylon, as well as 
chief over all his wise men. At Daniel’s request, the king appointed 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to be in charge of all the affairs of 
the province of Babylon, while Daniel remained in the king’s court. 

 


